
PowerMath Students Present Fruitful Results from the
“2007 Summer International Abacus and Mental Arithmetic Competition and Cultural 

Exchange” Tour

About 40 students and parents lead by Ms. Huang and Ms. An had a wonderful and fruitful three-week tour 
for the “2007 Summer International Abacus and Mental Arithmetic Competition and Cultural Exchange.” 
Participants from Southern California and Northern California met at Narita International Airport in Japan 
on July 28. The group headed for Minakami Warm Springs Resort in Gunma County. All were amazed by 
the Japanese style room settings with tatami flooring and fusuma, the thin paper room dividers.

Our students seemed especially fond of the warm spring baths, or more specifically, a Japanese style bath 
in a large bathing pool. Relaxation aside, students had to fend off the temptation of a morning dip on the 
morning of July 30th as they took practice tests at a rest area in front of a beautiful swimming pool. The 
“2007 World City Cup Abacus, Mental Arithmetic, & Mathematics Competition” took place that afternoon. 



There were about 270 students from various countries including Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and 
the USA. After the nerve-wracking testing period ended, students from the different countries shared their 
folk dances and other cultural and individual talents at the exchange show! Everyone enjoyed the 
performances very much. Students also exchanged gifts and souvenirs with their counterparts from 
different teams.

Grade Champion: Tiffany Jang, Melinda An, Ryan Han.
Golden Award: Quinn Wu, Adeline Chin, James Ho, Justin Wang, Jashua Huang, Grant An, Yvana Han, 
Albert Phone, Audrey Phone, Carol Lee.
Sliver Award: Jasper Wu, Alex Jang, Amanda Chin, Timothy Kho, Aaron Chang, Nicholas Kho, Felicia 
Chang, Megan Reddy.

After we left the wonderful Warm Springs Resort, our group visited the National Museum of Emerging
Science and Innovation (Miraikan), Panasonic Center in Tokyo on the way back to Narita. We visited 
Naritasan Shinshoji Temple on August 1 and started a new tour on August 2.
Starting from Imperial Palace, we went to Asakusa Sensoji Temple, Asakusa Jinza Shrine, and walked 
through Nakamise Dori, a 250 meters street with 90 stores built in the Edo period, and finally arrived at the 
Kaminarimon Gate where it hung a 4-meter high, 670 kg Chinese lantern. Next, we went to Ginza, Meiji 
Jingu Shrine, and then to Shinjuku where the tall buildings of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government were
just across the street from our hotel. The next morning, we went to the observatory on the 45th floor of the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Government building and had a great bird’s-eye view of the sprawling city. Then the 
group went on a trip to see the Great Buddha of Kamakura and visited Tsurugaoka Hachiman Shrine in 
Kamakura city, then went to beachside Odawara Castle where ancient armor and weapons were displayed. 
Among the exhibits was an old abacus on display which, according to the description, had been used by the 
government treasurer way back in the day. The group took a rest in Atami city at a high-rise hotel which is 
built leaning against the cliff and all rooms have a beautiful ocean view. Atami means ‘hot ocean’ in 
Japanese as a reference to the town’s famous onsen hot springs.



Everybody put on a Yukata, or a Japanese style bath robe, after showering and then took part in a banquet 
hall with tatami flooring. The banquet hall had low tables so everyone sat cross-legged on the floor and 
enjoyed the seafood dinner. On August 4, the group took Hakone Ropeway to a high ground, Owakudani 
Valley, in a strong wind and heavy fog conditions. Sulfurous fumes, hot springs and hot rivers can be 
experienced on a walk around the area. In the afternoon, we also swung by a new car center at Odaiba, a 
major shopping and entertainment center, had a delicious shabu-shabu dinner and enjoyed a night view of 
Rainbow Bridge on Tokyo Bay.

Most of the students and parents continued their journey to Taiwan. On a rainy August 12, students 
participated in the “International Mental Arithmetic Invitational Competition” which was held by the 
Taiwan Chamber of Commerce (TCOC) at National Taiwan University Hospital International Convention 
Center. There were more than two thousand students, parents, educators, experts, and scholars who 
attended the big event and award ceremony. After the tests were given in sessions and completed smoothly, 
the awards ceremony started with an energetically played and performed drum and lion dance. Ms. Huang 
gave warm remarks to congratulate the successful activities and wished all participating students great 
success and a very good year ahead.

Overseas B Group: 



Champion of Champions: Joshua Huang
2nd Place: James Ho, Richard Chiou, Carol Lee
3rd Place: Vincent Yang, Melinda An, Edward Yeh
4th Place: Justin Wang, Charlie Su
5th Place: Junice Gau, Christopher Tsao
Overseas A Group:
2nd Place: Ryan Han, Quinn Wu
4th Place: Maxwell Tsao, Amanda Huang

Another important competition was held by the World Association of Abacus and Mental Arithmetic 
(WAAMA) at Shenzhen on the 18th of August, which is the Second International Mental Arithmetic 
Competition. The participants came from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, Korea, 
Indonesia, and the USA. There was a total of 35 teams. During the test, every three students were
monitored very closed by their designated proctor. When the final session was completed, all students 
heaved great sighs of relief after such a stressful task. That afternoon, while the students were off having 
fun and shaking off the stress of test-taking, Ms. Huang and Ms. An participated in the educators’ 
conference and presented their theses: “Arithmetic Education and Mental Arithmetic Enlightening 
Activities in the United States” and “Relationship between Brain Development by applying Abacus/Mental 



Math & Memorization” respectively, in the meeting. There were many experts who also gave speeches on 
their research and findings.

In the evening, the test scores were announced. The awards ceremony was held moments after the ratings 
were posted. Victor Chen, Richard Chiou, and Joshua Huang from PowerMath who represented CAAA 
were listed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd respectively among all “Group B” students. The CAAA team which they 
represented received the highest honor, the group special prize, based on the total score in comparison with 
all other teams. In addition, James Ho and Vincent Yang who took individual participation tests also had 
very competitive scores. Carol Lee, Edward Yeh, Melinda An, Ryan Han took individual participation 
tests too and all produced very good scores on the test. These diligent and talented students are all showing 
great potential toward becoming team representatives and leaders in the years to come!

On August 19, students and parents had a nice city tour in Shenzhen.

All in all, the 2007 summer tour was a wonderful trip for everyone. If you couldn’t join us this time, make 
sure you don’t miss out the next time around! It was a truly unforgettable experience that will be cherished 
by all. 


